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temptuously; but Webster could disregard
the criticism of others when he had such
unbounded self-reliance and zeal. He did
not count the cost carefully of what he un-
'dertook, but allowed himself the luxury of
seizing at once upon what engaged his in-
terest. The publication of " Winthrop's
Journal," referred to in the correspondence,
was an undertaking which a more scholarly
man might have set about with greater care
and deliberation. Webster never read the
original. He saw a copy from it in the
possession of Governor Trumbull, and, per-
ceiving the value of the material, made
haste to get it published. He employed a
secretary of the governor, who made a copy
of the copy, comparing it with the original,
which Webster had never seen. Mr. Sav-
age, the learned editor of the Journal in its
complete form, sarcastically says : " The
celebrated philologist, who in Ms- English
Dictionary triumphed over the difficulties of
derivation in our etymology from Danish,
Russian, Irish, Welsh, German, high or low,
.Sanscrit, Persian, or Chaldee fountains,
might, after exhausting his patience, have
reputably shrunk from encounter with the